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THE  SHIRLEY-EUSTIS  HOUSE 


The  Shirley-Eustis  House 
was  built  by  Governor  William 
Shirley  in  the  17^0's  in  grand 
Georgian  style.  At  that  time, 
marshes  extended  to  the  east 
down  to  the  Roxbury  Flats. 
Shirley  was  a  popular  and 
successful  Colonial  Governor 
who  occupied  the  House  on  and 
off  until  twenty-five  years  later 
when  he  died  and  was  buried  at 
King's  Chapel  along  with  his 
first  wife  Frances  Barker.  It 
was  Mrs.  Shirley  who  was  cred- 
ited with  the  landscape  design  of 
the  terraced  gardens  surround- 
ing Shirley  Place. 

The  house  was  occupied 
also  by  Shirley's  son-in-law, 
Judge  Eliakim  Hutchinson,  a 
Tory  who  had  to  flee  across  the 
Meadows  to  South  Boston  where 
he  joined  the  British  troops. 
During  the  Revolution  the  house 
was  used  as  a  barracks  by  Col. 
Asa  Whitcomb's  Massachusetts 
Sixth  Foot  Regiment. 


Some  time  after  the 
Revolution,  the  house  was  sold 
to  James  Magee,  an  associate  of 
Thomas  Handasyd  Perkins,  and 
Captain  of  Elias  Hasket  Derby's 
ship  "Astrea"  in  the  China 
trade.  During  this  period,  ca. 
1798-1800,  and  perhaps  later  by 
Federal  Era  Governor  William 
Eustis,  the  house  was  remodeled 
in  the  Federal  style.  The 
interior  particularly  was  elab- 
orated during  this  refurbishing, 
the  dining  room  and  the  drawing 
room  being  enlarged,  and  a 
magnificient  stairway  and 
balcony  being  built  in  the 
two-story  great  hall  on  the  east 
side.  Eustis,  who  was  Secretary 
of  War  under  President  Madison 
and  later  Ambassador  to  the 
Hague,  entertained  his  old 
war-time  friend  Lafayette  at  an 
elegant  dinner  in  the  house 
along  with  other  dignitaries  in 
1824  during  his  triumphant 
return  to  this  country. 

For  forty  years  after 
Governor  Eustis's  death,  the 
house  was  occupied  by  his 
widow,  Caroline  Langdon,  who 
spent  much  of  her  time  cultivat- 
ing the  gardens  and  orchards 
whose  produce  she  displayed  at 
Massachusetts  Horticultural 

Society  Exhibitions.  After  her 
death  in  the  1860's,  during  the 
period  of  the  filling  in  of  the 
Back  Bay  and  the  Dorchester 
Flats,       the       house       and       its 
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The  West  or  entrance 
front  of  the  house  remains 
substantially  as  it  was  built  ca. 
1746  for  Colonial  Governor 
William  Shirley,  most  likely  to 
the  designs  of  architect  Peter 
Harrison,  perhaps  with  the 
collaboration  of  artist  John 
Smibert.  Benjamin  Franklin  and 
George  Washington  are  said:  to 
have  visited  Shirley  Place. 
Later  owned  by  Shirley's  son-in- 
law.  Judge  Eliakim  Hutchinson, 
the  house  was  confiscated  by 
the  Americans  during  the 

Revolution.  Among  several 
owners  and  occupants  after  the 
war  were  Major  John  Read,  and 
French  emigr6es  including 
Boston's  famous  restauranteur 
"Julien". 


contents  were  auctioned  off,  and 
it  was  converted  to  tenements 
with  partitions  cutting  up  the 
glorious  rooms  into  small 
cubicles.  Fortunately,  in  the 
1890's  architect  Ogden  Codman, 
Jr.,  made  detailed  measured 
drawings  of  the  historic  structure. 

The  house  languished  in 
disrepair  for  years  until  Mr. 
William  Sumner  Appleton,  who 
started  the  Shirley-Eustis  House 
Association  and  the  Society  for 
the  Preservation  of  New 
England  Antiquities,  purchased  it 
in  1911.  Through  his  foresight  it 
has  been  preserved  for  the 
current  restoration  these  seven- 
ty years.  During  that  period 
many  dedicated  people,  notably 
Lillian  B.  Titus,  Mrs.  Charles 
Hamlin,  Mrs.  Philip  Gardner, 
Mrs.  G.  Colket  Caner,  and  others 
including  numerous  architects 
have  worked  hard  to  save  the 
house. 

Through  the  generosity  of 
the  foundations  and  the 
members  of  the  Shirley-Eustis 
House  Association,  the  house  is 
in  the  process  of  being  restored 
and  within  the  next  few  years 
will  return  to  its  former 
grandeur.  The  plan  is  to  have  it 
open  to  the  public  for  exhibi- 
tion, educational,  and  meeting 
purposes,  available  for  study  by 
historical  architects  and  preser- 
vationists. 
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The  East  or  garden  front 
of  the  house  shows  the  Georgian 
Palladian  window  of  the  Great 
Hall  overlooking  the  terraced 
gardens.  The  house  was 
elegantly  refurbished  during  the 
Federal  Period,  presumably  by 
China  Trade  Captain  James 
Magee.  Architect         Charles 

Bulfinch  and  plasterer  Daniel 
Raynerd  of  State  House  fame 
are  credited  with  the  remodel- 
ing. Governor  William  Eustis 
entertained  Lafayette  and  other 
dignitaries  at  the  house  in  the 
1820's.  His  wife  Caroline 
Langdon  Eustis  continued  the 
tradition  of  cultivation  of  the 
estate  with  its  greenhouse 
containing  orange  and  lemon 
trees  overlooking  a  250-foot 
ornamental  canal,  and  orchards 
incorporating  Roxbury's  famous 
Russett  apples  and  Bartlett  pears. 


Shirley-Eustis  House 
33  Shirley  Street 
Roxbury,  MA 
(Tel.   t^k2-2275) 


The  house  can  be  reached 
easily  from  Boston  by  taking 
Massachusetts  Avenue  south 
from  Symphony  Hall.  Otherwise 
take  the  Massachusetts  Avenue 
South  exit  from  the  Southeast 
Expressway  (Route  3)  past  the 
City  Hospital,  two  more  traffic 
lights  and,  just  before  the 
Contrail  mainline  bridge,  Shirley 
Street  is  on  the  right.  The  house 
is  just  less  than  half  a  mile  west 
on  Shirley  Street.  It  is  easily 
identifiable  by  its  cupola,  its 
weathervane,  and  its  park. 


Mailing  Address; 

The  Shirley-Eustis  House 

Association 
P.O.  Box  17^6  ^ 

Boston,  MA   02130 
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